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on construction to meet FERC require-
ments that licensees show they are se-
rious about progressing a project and
aren’t simply ‘‘stockpiling’”® hydro-
electric permits/licenses. Cape Fox Na-
tive Corporation, especially, is deserv-
ing of an extension given its unique po-
sition under terms of the 1971 Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act, ANCSA,
Cape Fox was ‘‘distinctly disadvan-
taged” in its land selections under
ANCSA because of Ketchikan land pro-
tections, the location of the Annette
Island Indian reservation, and the then
long-term timber contracts in the area
owned at the time by the Ketchikan
Pulp Corporation. All three issues pre-
vented Cape Fox from selecting most of
its lands inside its core selection areas.
Arguably the Mahoney Lake hydro
project site is the only valuable land
that the corporation was allowed to se-
lect inside its core selection area,
under the bill that settled aboriginal
land claims in Alaska.

This legislation will not advantage
Mahoney Lake over any other project
that may be considered to provide low-
cost hydroelectric power to the region.
But its timely passage will level the
playing field so that Mahoney Lake
can be considered on the same eco-
nomic grounds as all other future
power projects in southern Southeast
Alaska. I hope for the bill’s swift pas-
sage in this Congress.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and
Mr. FLAKE):

S. 1587. A bill to authorize the use of
the United States Armed Forces
against the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to introduce in the Sen-
ate, with my colleague Senator FLAKE,
the first bipartisan Authorization for
Use of Military Force, AUMF, against
ISIL. The United States launched mili-
tary action against ISIL over 10
months ago on August 8, 2014. It is far
past time for Congress to fulfill its
duty by debating and determining
whether or not it is in the nation’s best
interest to order United States troops
to risk their lives in this mission and
vote on an ISIL AUMF.

This bill authorizes the U.S. mission
against ISIL for the purpose of pro-
tecting the lives of U.S. citizens and
providing military support to regional
partners in their battle to defeat ISIL.
As stated by the authorization, the use
of significant U.S. ground troops in
combat against ISIL is not consistent
with this purpose, except to protect
lives of U.S. citizens from imminent
threat. Other key provisions include a
sunset after three years unless reau-
thorized; a repeal of the 2002 Iraq
AUMF; and a clause that defines this
authorization as the sole statutory au-
thority for the war on ISIL, as opposed
to the 2001 AUMF.

Thousands of members of the United
States Armed Forces have been de-
ployed to support military operations
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against ISIL in Iraq and Syria. As of
June 2015, the United States has con-
ducted over 3,500 airstrikes against
ISIL and spent more than $2,600,000,000
American taxpayer dollars on this
war—a number that continues to rise
by approximately $9,000,000 per day.
Tragically, members of the Armed
Forces have been Kkilled in Operation
Inherent Resolve, and United States
hostages have been killed by ISIL in
barbaric ways.

However, while Congress has author-
ized appropriations for Operation In-
herent Resolve and the training of
anti-ISIL forces in Syria, it has yet to
take formal action to approve this mis-
sion. Doing so is critical for reinforcing
the leadership of the United States
with our coalition partners and sending
a strong message to our adversaries
that the United States is united in the
fight against ISIL and speaks with one
voice in confronting ISIL.

President Obama submitted an au-
thorization for use of military force
against ISIL in February 2015. And still
Congress has not undertaken its most
solemn duty and responsibility under
Article 1. The American public de-
serves this congressional debate to edu-
cate them about the national security
interests at stake and the advisability
of this war and Congress should do its
job by formally voicing its support or
disapproval of the mission against
ISIL.

I am proud to join Senator FLAKE in
introducing a bill to start this nec-
essary debate. As we saw with the Iran
Nuclear Agreement Review Act, it is
possible to find bipartisan compromise
on even the toughest of foreign policy
issues and I challenge my colleagues to
finally come together to do what is
right for our troops and our nation.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2047. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1974 proposed by Mr. McCAIN to the bill
H.R. 1735, to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2016 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2048. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2049. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2050. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1859 submitted by Mr.
MENENDEZ and intended to be proposed to
the amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 20561. Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1463 pro-
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posed by Mr. McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2052. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1669 submitted by Mr. Booz-
MAN (for himself, Mr. DONNELLY, and Mr.
TOOMEY) and intended to be proposed to the
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2053. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and
Mr. ENZI) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2044 sub-
mitted by Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and Mr.
ENzI) and intended to be proposed to the
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2054. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2055. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2042 submitted by Ms. BALD-
WIN and intended to be proposed to the
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2056. Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
CORKER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1463 pro-
posed by Mr. McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2057. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCAIN
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2047. Mr. McCAIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1974 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 3, strike lines 13 through 20 and in-
sert the following:

(5) implement a strategy to provide for the
safe, secure, and permanent relocation of
Camp Liberty residents that includes a relo-
cation plan, including a detailed outline of
the steps that would need to be taken by re-
cipient countries, the United States, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), and Camp residents to relo-
cate the residents to other countries;

SA 2048. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR AF-
GHANISTAN RECONSTRUCTION.

It is the sense of Congress that the ap-

pointment of a Lead Inspector General for
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Operation Freedom’s Sentinel by the Chair
of the Council of Inspectors General on In-
tegrity and Efficiency pursuant to section 8L
of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (b U.S.C.
App.) is not intended to limit or otherwise
affect the authority and responsibilities of
the Office of the Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan Reconstruction (commonly
known as ‘“SIGAR’’) as established by sec-
tion 1229 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law
110-81; 122 Stat. 378).

SA 2049. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1085. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
NOMINATING A PERMANENT IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) There are 4 Presidentially-appointed In-
spector General vacancies for which a nomi-
nation is not pending before the Senate.

(2) It is vital that Offices of Inspectors
General remain independent.

(3) In the absence of a permanent Inspector
General, an Office of Inspector General is run
by an acting Inspector General who, no mat-
ter how qualified or well-intentioned, is not
granted the same protections afforded to an
Inspector General who is confirmed by the
Senate, as the acting Inspector General—

(A) is not truly independent;

(B) may be removed by the head of the
agency at any time;

(C) only serves temporarily and does not
drive the policy of the Office; and

(D) is at a greater risk of compromising
the work of the Office to appease the agency
or the President.

(4) One of the current Presidentially-ap-
pointed Inspector General vacancies is the
Inspector General of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, which has been vacant since
December 31, 2013.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the President should nominate
a permanent Inspector General of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs not later than
30 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SA 2050. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 1859 submitted by
Mr. MENENDEZ and intended to be pro-
posed to the amendment SA 1463 pro-
posed by Mr. McCAIN to the bill H.R.
1735, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2016 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Beginning of page 1 of the amendment,
strike line 3 and all that follows through
page 2, line 21, and insert the following:
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SEC. 1274. REPORT ON THE SECURITY RELATION-
SHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of State shall jointly submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
the security relationship between the United
States and the Republic of Cyprus.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) A description of ongoing military and
security cooperation between the TUnited
States and the Republic of Cyprus.

(2) A discussion of potential steps for en-
hancing the bilateral security relationship
between the United States and Cyprus, in-
cluding steps to enhance the military and se-
curity capabilities of the Republic of Cyprus.

(3) An analysis of the effect on the bilat-
eral security relationship of the TUnited
States policy to deny applications for 1li-
censes and other approvals for the export of
defense articles and defense services to the
armed forces of Cyprus.

(4) An analysis of the extent to which such
United States policy is consistent with over-
all United States security and policy objec-
tives in the region.

(5) An assessment of the potential impact
of lifting such United States policy.

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the congressional defense committees;
and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives.

SA 2051. Mr. CASEY (for himself and
Mr. INHOFE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. McCCAIN to the
bill H.R. 1735, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2016 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of section 1533, add the fol-
lowing:

(f) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Department of Defense
should increase efforts to combat the use by
the terrorist group the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) of improvised explo-
sive devices and the illicit smuggling of im-
provised explosive device precursor mate-
rials.

SA 2052. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1669 submitted by Mr.
B0o0zZMAN (for himself, Mr. DONNELLY,
and Mr. TOOMEY) and intended to be
proposed to the amendment SA 1463
proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill
H.R. 1735, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2016 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Beginning on page 1, strike line 2 and all
that follows through page 2, line 13, and in-
sert the following:
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SEC. 1085. PROVISION OF STATUS UNDER LAW BY
HONORING CERTAIN MEMBERS OF
THE RESERVE COMPONENTS OF THE
ARMED FORCES AS VETERANS.

Any person who is entitled under chapter
1223 of title 10, United States Code, to retired
pay for nonregular service or, but for age,
would be entitled under such chapter to re-
tired pay for nonregular service shall be hon-
ored as a veteran but shall not be entitled to
any benefit by reason of this section.

SA 2053. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself
and Mr. ENZI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2044 submitted by Mr.
BARRASSO (for himself and Mr. ENZzI)
and intended to be proposed to the
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the

following:

SEC. 1049. USE OF THE NATIONAL GUARD FOR
SUPPORT OF CIVILIAN FIRE-
FIGHTING ACTIVITIES.

The Secretary of Defense may authorize
members and units of the National Guard
performing duty under section 328(b), 502(f),
or 709(a) of title 32, United States Code, or on
active duty under title 10, United States
Code, to support firefighting operations, mis-
sions, and activities, including aerial fire-
fighting employment of the Mobile Airborne
Firefighting System (MAFFS), undertaken
in support of a request from the National
Interagency Fire Center or another Federal
agency.

SA 2054. Mr. INHOFE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 1735, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place insert the fol-
lowing:

REPORT AND ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL
COSTS AND BENEFITS OF
PRIVATIZING DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE COMMISSARIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February
1, 2016, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report assessing the viability of privatizing,
in whole or in part, the Department of De-
fense commissary system. The report shall
be so submitted to Congress before the devel-
opment of any plans or pilot program to pri-
vatize defense commissaries or the defense
commissary system.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required
by subsection (a) shall include, at a min-
imum, the following:

(1) A methodology for defining the total
number and locations of commissaries.

(2) An evaluation of commissary use by lo-
cation in the following beneficiary cat-
egories:

(A) Pay grades E-1 through E-4.
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(B) Pay grades E-5 through E-T7.

(C) Pay grades E-8 and E-9.

(D) Pay grades O-1 through O-3.

(E) Pay grades O—4 through O-6.

(F') Pay grades O-7 through 0O-10.

(G) Military retirees.

(3) An evaluation of commissary use in lo-
cations outside the continental United
States and in remote and isolated locations
in the continental United States when com-
pared with other locations.

(4) An evaluation of the cost of com-
missary operations during fiscal years 2009
through 2014.

(5) An assessment of potential savings and
efficiencies to be achieved through imple-
mentation of some or all of recommenda-
tions of the Military Compensation and Re-
tirement Modernization Commission.

(6) A description and evaluation of the
strategy of the Defense Commissary Agency
for pricing products sold at commissaries.

(7) A description and evaluation of the
transportation strategy of the Defense Com-
missary Agency for products sold at com-
missaries.

(8) A description and evaluation of the for-
mula of the Defense Commissary Agency for
calculating savings for its customers as a re-
sult of its pricing strategy.

(9) An evaluation of the average savings
per household garnered by commissary use.

(10) A description and evaluation of the use
of private contractors and vendors as part of
the defense commissary system.

(11) An assessment of costs or savings, and
potential impacts to patrons and the Govern-
ment, of privatizing the defense commissary
system, including potential increased use of
Government assistance programs.

(12) A description and assessment of poten-
tial barriers to privatization of the defense
commissary system.

(13) An assessment of the extent to which
patron savings would remain after the pri-
vatization of the defense commissary sys-
tem.

(14) An assessment of the impact of any
recommended changes to the operation of
the defense commissary system on com-
missary patrons, including morale and reten-
tion.

(15) An assessment of the actual interest of
major grocery retailers in the management
and operations of all, or part, of the existing
defense commissary system.

(16) An assessment of the impact of privat-
ization of the defense commissary system on
off-installation prices of similar products
available in the system.

(17) An assessment of the impact of privat-
ization of the defense commissary system,
and conversion of the Defense Commissary
Agency workforce to non-appropriated fund
status, on employment of military family
members, particularly with respect to pay,
benefits, and job security.

(18) An assessment of the impact of privat-
ization of the defense commissary system on
Exchanges and Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation (MWR) quality-of-life programs.

(c) USE OF PREVIOUS STUDIES.—The Sec-
retary shall consult previous studies and sur-
veys on matters appropriate to the report re-
quired by subsection (a), including, but not
limited to, the following:

(1) The January 2015 Final Report of the
Military Compensation and Retirement Mod-
ernization Commission.

(2) The 2014 Military Family Lifestyle Sur-
vey Comprehensive Report.

(3) The 2013 Living Patterns Survey.

(4) The report required by section 634 of the
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“Buck” McKeon
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291) on the
management, food, and pricing options for
the defense commissary system.
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(d) COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF
REPORT.—Not later than May 1, 2016, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report setting forth an assess-
ment by the Comptroller General of the re-
port required by subsection (a).

Section 652 of this act is null and void.

SA 2055. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2042 submitted by Ms.
BALDWIN and intended to be proposed
to the amendment SA 1463 proposed by
Mr. McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2016 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 2, line 15, insert ‘‘and makes a rec-
ommendation or otherwise suggests correc-
tive action” after ‘‘General’.

SA 2056. Mr. CARDIN (for himself
and Mr. CORKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle H—Asia-Pacific Maritime Security
SEC. 1291. MARITIME SECURITY CAPACITY

BUILDING PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State is
authorized, using funds transferred pursuant
to subsection (b), to provide assistance for
the purpose of increasing maritime security
and domain awareness for countries in the
Asia-Pacific region.

(2) DESIGNATION OF ASSISTANCE.—Assist-
ance provided by the Secretary under this
section shall be known as the ‘“‘Maritime Se-
curity Capacity Building Program’ (in this
section referred to as the ‘“‘Program’’).

(3) CONSTRUCTION OF LIMITATIONS.—The
Secretary may provide assistance under this
section without regard to any other provi-
sion of law, other than section 620J of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2378d)).

(b) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
of Defense may transfer, from amounts au-
thorized to be appropriated for the Depart-
ment of Defense by this Act, $50,000,000 to
the Secretary of State for the Program. Any
amount so transferred shall be deposited in
the “Foreign Military Finance’ account for
purposes of the Program.

(c) ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES.—In selecting coun-
tries in the Asia-Pacific region to which as-
sistance is to be provided under the Pro-
gram, the Secretary of State shall prioritize
the provision of assistance to countries that
will contribute to the achievement of fol-
lowing objectives:

(1) Retaining unhindered access to and use
of international waterways in the Asia-Pa-
cific region that are critical to ensuring the
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security and free flow of commerce and
achieving United States national security
objectives.

(2) Improving maritime domain awareness
in the Asia-Pacific region.

(3) Countering piracy in the Asia-Pacific
region.

(4) Disrupting illicit maritime trafficking
activities and other forms of maritime traf-
ficking activity in the Asia-Pacific that di-
rectly benefit organizations that have been
determined to be a security threat to the
United States.

(5) Enhancing the maritime capabilities of
a country or regional organization to re-
spond to emerging threats to maritime secu-
rity in the Asia-Pacific region.

(d) PRIORITIES FOR ASSISTANCE.—In car-
rying out the purpose of the Program, the
Secretary of State—

(1) shall place priority on assistance to en-
hance the maritime security capabilities of
the military or security forces of countries
in the Asia-Pacific region that have mari-
time missions and the government agencies
responsible for such forces; and

(2) may provide assistance to a country in
the Asia-Pacific region to enhance the capa-
bilities of that country, or of a regional or-
ganization that includes that country, to
conduct one or more of the following:

(A) Maritime intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance.

(B) Littoral and port security.

(C) Coast guard operations.

(D) Command and control.

(E) Management and oversight of maritime
activities.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary of
State shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress each year a report on
the status of the provision of equipment,
training, supplies or other services provided
pursuant to the Program during the pre-
ceding year.

(f) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee of Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee of Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

SEC. 1292. REPORT ON PLANS FOR THE MAINTE-
NANCE OF FREEDOM OF OPER-
ATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS
AND AIRSPACE IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC
MARITIME DOMAINS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, with the
concurrence with the Secretary of State,
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report (in classified form) setting
forth a plan, for each of the six-month, one-
year, and three-year periods beginning on
the date of such report, for Freedom of Navi-
gation Assertions, Shows of Force, bilateral
and multilateral military exercises, Port
Calls, Training, and assistance intended to
enhance the maritime capabilities, respond
to emerging threats, and maintain freedom
of operations in international waters and
airspace in the Asia-Pacific maritime do-
mains.

(b) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee of Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee of Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.
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SEC. 1293. SOUTH CHINA SEA INITIATIVE.

Notwithstanding any provision of section
1261, any assistance provided pursuant to
subparagraph (A) of subsection (a)(1) of that
section, or training provided pursuant to
subparagraph (B) of that subsection, shall be
provided in manner consistent with current
law.

SA 2057. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr.
McCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1005. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUDIT AND
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PROC-
ESSES.

(a) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.—

(1) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary
of Defense shall obtain from an entity inde-
pendent of the Department of Defense se-
lected by the Secretary for purposes of this
section an assessment of the audit and finan-
cial management processes of the Depart-
ment.

(2) COMPOSITION OF ASSESSMENT TEAM.—The
assessment team used by the entity selected
by the Secretary pursuant to paragraph (1)
to conduct the assessment required pursuant
to that paragraph shall be composed of indi-
viduals with extensive experience in audit
and financial management of private sector
and Federal agencies who are not currently
participating in Financial Improvement and
Audit Readiness (FIAR) activities for the De-
partment or affiliated with organizations
who are supporting such activities.

(3) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include the
following:

(A) A comparison of the audit and financial
management processes of the Department
with the audit and financial management
processes of other appropriate Federal agen-
cies, and appropriate private sector entities,
including the qualifications of officials re-
sponsible for audit oversight and compli-
ance, for purposes of identifying best prac-
tices to be adopted by the Department for its
audit and financial management processes.

(B) An analysis of the progress and invest-
ments made by the Department under its Fi-
nancial Improvement and Audit Readiness
Plan, and a comparison of such progress and
investment with the progress and invest-
ments made by other Federal agencies and
appropriate private sector entities in audit
and financial management processes, for
purposes of determining the extent to which
Department progress on financial manage-
ment and audit readiness is consistent with
results achieved by other appropriate Fed-
eral agencies and appropriate private sector
entities.

(C) An identification of recommendations
on policies and management and other ac-
tivities that could be undertaken by the De-
partment to enhance its audit and financial
management processes in order to obtain and
maintain clean audit opinions of its finan-
cial statement as effectively and efficiently
as possible.

(4) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the entity conducting the
assessment required by paragraph (1) has ac-
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cess to all the information, data, and re-
sources necessary to conduct the assessment
in a timely manner.

(5) REPORT.—The Secretary shall require
the entity conducting the assessment re-
quired by paragraph (1) to submit to the Sec-
retary and the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the assessment by not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(b) TRANSMITTAL.—Not later than 60 days
after receiving the report described in sub-
section (a)(b), the Secretary shall transmit
the report to Congress, together with the fol-
lowing:

(1) An analysis by the Secretary of the
findings and recommendations of the report.

(2) A description of the response of the De-
partment to such finding and recommenda-
tions.

(3) Such other matters with respect to the
audit and financial management processes of
the Department as the Secretary considers
appropriate.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on June 16,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate, on
June 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD—430
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Achiev-
ing the Promise of Health Information
Technology: What Can Providers and
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services Do To Improve the
Electronic Health Record User Experi-
ence?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on June 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Federal Real Prop-
erty Reform: How Cutting Red Tape
and Better Management Could Achieve
Billions in Savings.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on June 16, 2015, at 2:45 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND
INTERNATIONAL CYBER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on East Asia, the Pacific,
and International Cyber Security be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on June 16, 2015, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
““Strategic Implications of Trade Pro-
motion and Capacity-Building in the
Asia-Pacific Region.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that MAJ Rick
Trimble, an Army fellow in my office,
be granted the privilege of the floor for
the remainder of the year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE
17, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
June 17; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following leader
remarks, the Senate be in a period of
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein, and
that the time be equally divided, with
the Democrats controlling the first
half and the majority controlling the
final half; lastly, that all time during
morning business and the adjournment
of the Senate count postcloture on the
substitute amendment No. 1463.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator DURBIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Illinois.

———

KING V. BURWELL DECISION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there is
a case pending before the U.S. Supreme
Court that is being followed very close-
ly. It is the case of King v. Burwell. It
is a case that really is challenging one
of the fundamental premises of the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act was passed 4
or b years ago here in the Senate and in
the House and signed by President
Obama. Because of it, over 11 million
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